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SUBJECT: EARLY PRESS COVERAGE OF VISIT OF JUAN CARLOS TO EGYPT 

REF: MADRID 2059 

1 . EARLY SPANISH PRESS COVERAGE OF THE VISIT TO EGYPT OF 

KING JUAN CARLOS HAS BEEN VOLUMINOUS, BUT THIN ON SUBSTANCE. 
MUCH OF THE SPECULATION AND THEMES HAVE BEEN ESSENTIALLY THE 
SAME FROM ONE PAPER TO ANOTHER, FOCUSSING ON HISTORIC TIES. 
CURRENT WARM RELATIONS ( WITH SPANISH SUPPORT FOR ARAB ME 
POSITIONS STRESSED), AND PROSPECTS FOR CLOSER ECONOMIC AND 
POLITICAL COOPERATION IN THE FUTURE. 

2. "SPAIN COULD PLAY THE INTERMEDIARY OF THE ARAB WORLD 
IN EUROPE" HEADLINED YA MARCH 20. BUT THE ACCOMPANYING 
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STORY ATTRIBUTED THE THOUGH TO NO ONE. OTHER PAPERS 
STRESSED DIFFERENT ASPECTS, WITH EL PAIS QUOTING JUAN 
CARLOS EXPRESSION OF SUPPORT FOR EGYPT'S EFFORTS TO 
ACHIEVE PEACE AND ABC (MONARCHIST) CLAIMING INTEREST IN 
EGYPT FOR THE VISITM (EL PAIS CORRESPONDENT THE DAY 
BEFORE HAD IN FACT ASSERTED JUST THE OPPOSITE AT LEAST 
IN TERMS OF EGYPTIAN PRESS COVERAGE.) 
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3. THE ONE MORNING PAPER MARCH 21 HEADLINED "JUAN CARLOS AND 
SADAT, TOTALLY IN AGREEMENT, CITING EGYPTIAN FONMIN FAHMI 
AS THE SOURCE OF THE ASSERTION AND LISTING THE ME SITUATION 
AND FORMULS FOR THE DEVELOPMENT OF GOOD RELATIONS BETWEEN 
SPAIN AND THE ARAB WORLD AS THE MAJOR THEMESE OF THE FIRST 
MEETING BETWEEN THE TWO MEN. FAHMI WAS ALSO QUOTED AS 
SAYING THE JOINT COMMUNIQUE AT THE END OF THE VISIT COULD 
INCLUDE AN INVITATION FROM JUAN CARLOS TO SADAT TO VISIT 
SPAIN. 

4. ALL PAPERS AGREED IN THE EARLY COVERAGE ON ONE THING, 

THE GROSSLY INADEQUATE ARRANGEMENTS MADE FOR SPANISH 
JOURNALISTS COVERING THE VISIT. PROTESTS TO SPANISH 
AMBASSADOR DIEZ ALEGRIA AND FONMIN OREHA BROUGHT 

A PROMISE FROM THE LATTER TO TALK WITH THEM ABOUT IT.EATON 
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